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SANBORN BUILDING HISTORY 
Introduction 


The Sanborn Building was constructed in 1923 on the 
southeast corner of 10" and Commercial streets in 
Astoria. Named after its owner, George W. Sanborn 
& Sons, it was one of many projects undertaken by 
Astorians after the Great Fire of 
1922, a conflagration that 
obliterated 32 business blocks. 
The building was constructed on 
a site formerly occupied by The 
Daily Astorian newspaper and 
Sherman &Ward’s Livery & 
Sale Stable. 


William Miller, of Miller Bros. Construction, won a 
$21,710 contract to erect the 90’ by 95’ structure. The 
building was originally designed to house a single 
tenant—the high-class Bee Hive Dept. store. Architect 
Charles T. Diamond created a storefront that 
showcased merchandise. The recessed design also 
allowed pedestrians the chance to step under cover 
and linger without fear of drenching rain. 


In 1928, Skaggs Safeway Store occupied the building. 
It remained at this location for nearly five years. In 
1933, the building was divided into several 
commercial spaces including those used by long-term 
tenants Frank Porter Furniture Co. and the Waldorf 
Tavern. While the eastern portion of the building 
remained static, the western half frequently changed 
tenants. Those businesses included U. Laine Jewelry, 
J.B. Cone Jewelry, S.T. Saario Furrier, and Aaqua 
Beauty. The eastern half of the building did have one 
long-term tenant, however. Astoria Florist located its 
shop there in 1972 and remained at that location 
through 2008. 


In 1933, E. A. Hollinshead, a Portland capitalist 
purchased the Sanborn Building, Dealey & Malone 
Building (1312 Commercial Street), “Auditorium 
Building” 
aba hs 
Street) and 
Riviera 
Theater 
building 
(1102 
Marine 
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Drive). He said, “Astoria will again take its rightful 
place as second city in the state and if I were not sure 
of this I would not have invested here... Astorians are 
too modest. They must realize the real value and 
importance of the city and importance of the city and 
county in which they live. This city has been the 
second city of importance in the state once and it will 


be again.” He then renamed the Sanborn Building the 


Waldorf-Astoria Building. 


This structure continuously served the business 
community for 85 years, housing some of the city’s 
most popular commercial enterprises. On November 
27, 2008, on the night of Thanksgiving, the building 
interior was gutted by fire. More significantly, one of 
the tenants perished in the fire. Roger Martin, of 
Astoria 
Florist, awoke 
to flames but 
was not able 
to remove 
himself from 
the building. 
The building 
is currently 
under 
renovation. 


Sanborn Building Owner: 
George W. Sanborn & Sons 


George Washington Sanborn and his wife Lila 
Holway arrived in Astoria in 1883. George 
immediately engaged in the salmon business. He first 
associated with W.T. Colman Co, salmon packers and 
brokers then helped form the Elmore-Sanborn Co. 
Shortly thereafter, he organized the Sanborn Cutting 
Co. that became one of the largest packing companies 
in the city. His empire expanded to both Washington 
and Alaska as he simultaneously purchased and 
created new facilities. 


A shrewd businessman, George adapted with the 
economic climate. For example, he incorporated the 
Sanborn Cannery in 1901 with R.F. Wilson and G.C. 
Fulton. In 1904, the salmon cannery expanded to a 
freezing plant. Then in 1925, it canned loganberries, 
other fruits and vegetables. In 1926, it experimented 
with sauerkraut. 


His son Frank attended Cornell University and upon 
his return proved to be “one of the most active and 
public spirited” individuals in Clatsop County. His 
energy for the community seemed without bounds, 
serving without remuneration or political aspect. 
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He was a member of the county budget committee 
where he was known for his “unselfish service, his 
keen insight, his fearless sense of justice and his good 
business judgment.” He became the president of the 
Chamber of Commerce, where he directed the 
formation of the Lower Columbia Co-operative Dairy 
Association. Finally, he served as chairman of the 
Community Chest. 


Frank was also recognized as one of the “most 
brilliant businessmen in the entire state.” He, his 
father and brother Guy operated Sanborn Cutting Co. 
They also managed G.W. Sanborn and Sons, shipping 
agents and dealers in building materials, fuel and 
insurance. 
SANBORN [22° 
Frank 


Established 1899 


—— ~—)— incorporat 
Seal comers oacketncl a - 
Sanborn 
Dock Co., 
buying 
out the 


F ath, 10th AND Iith STREETS Ka bs J THE FUTURE BIG PORT 
Arriddion Page tay Steer Sesianas Digyict of A Ss I OR I A OF THE PACIFIC Flavel 


estate and 
becoming the largest individual owner of the Astoria 
waterfront. Sanborn holdings stretched 1,000 feet: 
from the foot of 8" to 11" streets. 


In 1923, 
in 
addition 
to 


financing 
the 
subject 
property, G.W. Sanborn & Sons financed the Sanborn 
business block, between 10" and 11" streets and 
Marine Drive and Water streets. Architect C.T. 
Diamond designed the structure, while Rohaut & 
Gearhart were its contractors. Early tenants included 
Columbia Stages Co., Andrew & James’ Café and 
George Cobban’s dance pavilion called The 
Auditorium. 


The family partnership 
ended within a few years. 
Frank Sanborn was killed 
in a car accident in 1927. 
Then two years later, 
George died of a brain 
hemorrhage. Guy continued to live here and worked 
for the Port of Astoria. He sold his home (1687 Grand 
Avenue) to pioneer preservationist Dr. Edward 
Harvey in 1944, then moved across 17" Street to his 
father’s home (1711 Grand Avenue) where he lived 
until 1950. 
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Sanborn Building Architect: 
Charles Templeton Diamond 


A Canadian, Charles T. Diamond commenced work in 
Astoria in 1917. His work here includes two buildings 
and one monument listed on the National Register. 
The Hotel Astoria (342 14" Street), for which he was 
resident architect --John Everett Tourtellotte and 
Frederick Konrad Hummel were lead architects--and 
the Astoria B.P.O.E. Lodge No. 180 (453 11" Street) 
are both National Register structures located in 
downtown. The Astoria Victory Monument (at the 
intersection of Columbia Avenue and West Bond), 
however, is located in the Uniontown and has the 


= a dubious 


distinction of 
being the 
first public 
restroom 
nominated to 
the National 
Register. 


Classical 
order or historic detailing from European structures 
influenced much of C.T. Diamond’s work in Astoria. 
For instance, he relied heavily on the Italian 
Renaissance for his design of the I.0.0.F. Building 


(342 10" Street) and he lifted elements directly from 
Spain when designing the Associated Building (1 164, 
1174, 1198 
Commercial 
Street), 
Wieveseick 
Building (431 
13" Street) 
and Riviera 
Theater. Not 
all of his buildings were heavily ornamented, 
however. Like the Sanborn Building, the Hildebrand 
Building (1033 Commercial Street) and Sanborn 
Block (1044 Marine Drive) both retain a good sense 
of scale and proportion while being simple in design. 


Few Astoria residences have been attributed to 
Diamond. The John and Olive Gilbert Residence 
(1102 Jerome Avenue) is a well-known example. 
Designed in 1922, the French Norman Farmhouse 
style reminded Gilbert of his term of duty in France 
during the First World War. 


Charles T. Diamond moved to Portland in 1926. It 
was said he was overseeing the design of a large 
apartment complex. Diamond remained in Portland 
through 1935. Little is known of his work after this 
period. 
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Sanborn Building Contractor: 
Miller Bros. Construction 


Local Contractor William Miller constructed 
numerous buildings in the area. Perhaps the most 
prominent building is the First Presbyterian manse 
(725 11" Street). Constructed in 1914, it is now on 
the National Register of Historic Places. Miller’s 
previous work includes the 1904 home of attorney 
Frank Spittle on 7" and Irving streets and a bell tower 
for the Astoria fire department. Oddly, the illiterate 
carpenter once attacked a newspaper editor, Sidney 
Dell. More 
curious is 
that he won 
military 
contracts as 
a sign 
painter. 


The 
“brother” 
referred to 
in Miller Bros. Construction is unknown. No 
individuals listed in either the Polk Directory or 
through census data are identified as William’s 


brother. 


Significant Tenants of Sanborn Building: 


Bee Hive Dept. Store: 
The Bee Hive Dept. Store was established in Astoria 
by 1877. Like many establishments after the Great 
Fire of 1922, the Bee Hive moved its quarters to the 
corner of 8" and Astor. Unfortunately, an arsonist 
ignited the building April 18, 1922; boxes on an upper 
floor were soaked with kerosene, and then set fire. 
Luckily, the fire was found and extinguished early; 
fire damage was confined to 
one room. The Bee Hive’s 
goods suffered $2,500 in water 
damage. 


C. R. HIGGINS 


The Sanborn Building was 
completed in August 1923. 
Prior to its Grand Opening, the 
Bee Hive suffered a major 
setback. Store manager Charles 
R. Higgins died two days 
before the celebration. Higgins 
was Well-known and an active 
community member. He was 
president of the Astoria 
National Bank, a prominent 
Kiwanian, and served on the 
Y.M.C.A. board of directors. 
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The store’s Grand Opening was held after Higgin’s 
funeral. Then, five days later, W.H. Copeland, the Bee 
Hive’s former owner died. Despite the rocky 
beginning, the new store received glowing reviews: 


“The new store is one of the largest and 
most attractive in Western Oregon and 
located in a fire- 
proof and 
substantially built 
structure 
occupying a 
quarter of a block, 
one story anda 
half high and 
arranged 
especially for the 
accommodation of 
the business of the concern which for 
many years has been one of Astoria’s 
leading mercantile establishments. 


Thousands of dollars have been 
expended by the firm in making the new 
store convenient for shoppers and to 
expeditiously handle the huge volume of 
business which daily flows through the 
doors of the store. 


Magnificent show windows on a par with 
those of department stores in large cities: 
beautiful hardwood cabinets, counters 
and show cases with heavy beveled 
mirrors for the proper keeping of goods; 
exceptionally efficient window and store 
electric lighting by the direct and indirect 
system; one of the most modern cash- 
conveyor systems in use in any western 
store and innumerable other labor-saving 
and goods-protection fixtures are features 
of the new establishment. It carries one 
of the largest and best stocks of goods for 
men, women and children of any store in 
Oregon. And, it offers prices as low as 
any in the cities much larger than 
Astoria.” August 22, 1923 
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In 1926, the store was refinanced. reorganized and east on Commercial Street the other was in 
reincorporated. Edward A. Higgins became its general Uniontown. In 1933, Safeway moved out of the 
manager. Although the store’s official name became Sanborn Building and either closed or moved 

the Oregon Dept. Store, the name “Bee Hive” was elsewhere. There is a gap in the Newspaper Index 
continued. In 1928, the business moved from the regarding Safeway in Astoria. The next Safeway store 
Sanborn Building to the Associated Building into a known to exist here was constructed in 1941 on 

Space owned by Mrs. Copeland, owner of the Duane between 11" and 12" streets. A second store 
business. was constructed on the site in 1958. That store was 


demolished in 2005. 


Frank Porter Furniture Co. 

Formerly Bigelow Furniture Co., Frank Porter 
purchased the business on July 23, 1927. Apparently a 
business by the name of Porter Furniture existed as 
early as 1894, but it is unknown if it was owned by 
Frank or another member of the Porter family. 


Frank Porter moved his business to 10" and 
Commercial streets in 1933 where he remodeled the 
NE corner of the Sanborn Building. The store 
occupied three levels. The main floor was used for 
basic furniture displays including overstuffed chairs 
and dining room tables and chairs. A drapery and rug 
department were located on the mezzanine level. The 
basement housed a broad array of bedroom furniture. 
The furniture store remained in the building until 
1965. 


Skaggs Safeway Store 

The Skaggs Safeway Store moved into the Sanborn 
Building immediately after the Bee Hive’s departure. 
At the time, three Safeway stores operated in Astoria. 
One Safeway store was located a few blocks farther 
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U. Laine Jewelry 


The business held its grand opening on September 18, 


1935. Urban and Crystal Laine and Nester Kiiski 
incorporated it four years later. Born in Finland in 
1901, Urban Augustus Laine immigrated to the 
United States in 1922. He was active in local fraternal 
and civic work, and sponsored several sport teams. In 
1944, the community mourned a great loss when he, 
his wife and his watchmaker, Verne Heikkinen, were 
drowned. The Laine’s boat capsized while they were 
fishing on the Nehalem River. 


Waldorf Tavern and Beer Parlor 

Opened by R. Mathiesen and H. Ringstead on 
December 8, 1933. In 1945, about the time it moved 
to 10" St., Otto Davis sold it to S. H. Sanders. 
Watsons & Brughs purchased the tavern in 1970. It 
remained in the building until 1977. 


Harry’s Lunch 
No information available. 


Sulo T. Saario Furrier 
No information available 


Aaqua Beauty Salon 

Babe Nothwang, a licensed airplane pilot, who in 
1952 was appointed the head of local search and 
rescue operations, owned the beauty salon. She 
worked as a beautician and was co-owner of the 
Artistic Beauty Salon prior to opening Aaqua Beauty 
Salon in 1963. In 1981, Babe sold the business to 
Clemencia and Fidel Autencio. 


Astoria Florist 

According to “The Daily Astorian’s” “Who’s Who in 
Business,” Baldwin & Hustwick founded the floral 
shop around 1910. By 1922, John Erickson purchased 
the business and changed the name to the Astoria 
Florist. In 1953, Lloyd Attig purchased the business. 
Dorothy Martin acquired the floral shop in 1971 and 
moved into the Sanborn Building in 1972. The 
business remained in the building through 2008. 
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Courtesy of Clatsop County Historical Society Courtesy of Clatsop County Historical Society 


BEE HIVE DEPARTMENT STORE, 1923 
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Courtesy of Sara MEE Compleat Photographer 
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POLK DIRECTORY LISTINGS FOR THE SANBORN BUILDING 


429 431 443 439 449 


i i : . , Te 165 Tenth 
Commercial Commercial Commercial Commercial Commercial Ae 


a | 


Bee Hive Dept. 
Store 


Safeway Stores 
Grocery 


Safeway Stores 
Grocery 


1933 Frank Porter 
Furniture Co 
Waldorf Tavern S 
Beer Parlor path 


Shorty's Lunch 


Mens' Furn. 


Urban A. Laine 
Jewelry 


Ed's Toggery & 
Mens' Furn 


Waldorf Tav. 
w/ Harry's 
Lunch 


Fifth Ave. 
Wave Shop 


1934 Ed's Toggery & 


Furrier not 
listed 


1942 Same 


Burton S.T. Saario 
Typewriter Co. Furrier 


Same w/ J.B. Same Vacant Same Same 
Cone Jewelry 
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1946 


1948 
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1949 - J.B. Cone g S 
50 Jewelry ame Vacant Same Same ame 
429 431 443 439 449 : 
: t 
hee 
1951 Same Same ol Harry's Café Same 
Taylor I 
1953 - 
54 Same Same Same Same Same 
951 955 959 965 977 


Frank Porter 
Furniture Co. 


Joe B. Cone Clatsop Girl Mickey's Char- 


Clarence Orton 
Optician The City Grill 


Waldorf Tavern | 


1957 Vacant Same Same Same 


1959 Same Vacant Same Vacant Same Same 


Vacant Vacant Vacant Vacant Same 
1962 Same Vacant Vacant Vacant ———— 
Vacant 


Si 


Vacant Same 


Aaqua Beauty Astoria Real 
Salon Estate 


1963 Vacant 


1965 Vacant Vacant Same Same Vacant Same 
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1966 - Pacific NW 


Bill’ 
ll's Bootery Same pun Telephone Co. ii 


ies 


67 
951 955 959 965 977 
Commmercial 


333 Tenth 343 Tenth 


Commercial Commercial Commercial Commercial 


Same Vacant Same 


Astoria Home 
Same Same Same & Fireplace Same 
Center 
Mossberg 


Same Vacant Same 
Still Images 
Same Photograph Same 
Chiropractor eraphy 


1978 Same Same Same Same Same Clatsop 
Insurance 
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1979 Same Same Same Same Same Same 


Photo Stop 


1981 Same Same Same Same Same = 
Processing 
951 955 959 965 977 
Commmercial Commercial Commercial Commercial Commercial SEAPLN UU eee 


1986 


Same 


Astoria Florist Marty's Hobbies | 
969 Astoria Bank of Astoria Same Same | 
Expands | 
Travel 
Se Astoria F lorist oe came Astoria Physical Syacae 
staging Therapy | 
Same Same Same Same Same Vacant | 
Same EA ee Vacant Same Vacant 
Astoria Travel 
Art Reigns Astoria Physical | 
Same 969 Not Vacant Same Therapy 
Verified Expands 
America 
Some Place 
1997 Same ri es Same Same 
4 
1998 Same Same Same Same 
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1988 


1989 


1993 


Same 


POLK DIRECTORY LISTINGS FOR THE SANBORN BUILDING 


SPECIAL THANKS: 
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To Chuck Adams for the use of his fire photographs. 


John Goodenberger, Historic Building Research & Design, 856 Harrison Ave. #2, Astoria, Oregon 97103 


DFSFFSSSSSIDVIFIIIIIIDIIIIIII SS. 


